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Or, The whole 


E. 


ART IF ICEs and FORGERIES 


O F 
Jar HET CROOK, 
ALIAS 


Sir PETER STRANGER, Bart. 
With all the Proceedings againſt Him. 


CONTAINING, 
I. An Account of the ſeveral Employments he followed in 


Hertſora ſpire (under the Profeſſion of a Quaker) as Brewer, 


Malfter, Grazier, Chapman, Merchant, Sc. Of his Mar- 
riagees, Amours, Breaking, and Running away. 

II. Of his Rambles to Ireland, Scotland, and the North of 
England, the various Pranks he played in all theſe Places, 
and of his being taken up during the Preſton Rehellion, 

and defrauding the King's Meſſenger of a conſiderable 
Sum of Money, and afterwards cheating his Widow. 

III. Of his twice becoming a Bankrupt. His Artifices, to 

impoſe on Mr. Hawkins, Copies of his Wife's Laſt Will 
and Teſtament to Zim; and his own Mill to Mr. Hawkins: 
in order (as he did) to draw in that Gentleman to leave 
him his Eſtate. Alſo Mr. Hawkins's Will. 

IV. A Collection of his Original Letters, ſetting forth his 
Negotiations with the Dutcheſs of Xendal, Duke of 
Somerſet, Lord Carliſle, Lord Bleſſington, Sir Robert Walpole, 
Lord Town ſpend, General Pepper, Colonel Kenipſton, Sir 
John Eyles, and many others. | 


Peter, throughout his Life, has been a Ranger; s 
And, to no Fraud whatever, is a Stranger. 
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HE Public will ſoon perceive, 
that what is here laid hes them, 
is neither Romance nor Forgery ; 
El but inconteſiable Matters of Fact, 

ſupported by authentick and legal 
Vouchers, viz. Crook's Indictment for forging 
Deeds of Mr. Garbutt's E/tate; the Brief of 
the King's Counſel ; the Libel exhibited againſt 
Him in Doctor's-Commons; and his own Origi- 
nal Letters; wherein he tells us, that his Fu- 
ther was a Buccanier in the Service of his 
King. This is indeed, I confeſs, a Poſt of Ho- 
nous I never heard of, tho our Hero has often 
_ boaſted, that he followed his Father's Example. 
I have now in my Poſſeſſion, a large Collection 

of Sir Peter Stranger's Letters, recounting many 
ages of his private Life, Amours, and 3 
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(iv) 
odd Adventures. Together with ſeveral Schemes 
| he laid in Ireland, Scotland and Cumberland, 
| concerning the Duke of Somerſet'? Mines, &c. 
relating to the Iron Works at Whitehaven. lo 
a regular Correſpondence which he held for above 
four Years with Mr. Hawkins. Theſe I intend 
ſhall ſoon follow this Narrative, according to the 
Notice given at the End of it. 

But, before I take my Leave, I cannot but 
obſerve the Goodneſs of our Legiſlature, with 
relation to this moſt notorious Crime of Forgery ; 
who from the flagrant and unparalleld Prac- 
tices of this Impoſtor, have now made it Felony ; 
for by an A of Parliament ſince his Con- 
vittion, one Cooper, a Vittualler, at Stepney, 
for forging a Bond of 251. in the Name of 
Holme, a Grocer, near Hanover-Square, has 
been tried, convitted, and executed for the ſame, 
on Wedneſday the 16th Inſtant ;, ſo that the 
Hopes I have expreſſed, in the Cloſe of my In- 
troduction 70 this Narrative, are by this juſt 
Law now fully accompliſhed. - 

And now, I am the Reader's Humble Servant, 


n 


Hampſtead, 5 4 
Fune 21. 1731. | | 0: 
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A Full and Authentick 


NARRATIVE 


QOF-TM.E 


Artifices and Forgeries 


OF 


JAPHET Crook, c. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE N Mankind become Popu- 
lar, either through the Motives 
to good or bad Actions, the En- 
quiry of the Publick after them 
proceeds from one and the fame 
Cauſe; and the Thirſt of Curioſity is raging 
upon them till they are let into the Original 


and Courſe of Life of the Saint or the Sinner: 
B A 


(=) 


A plenteous Crop of each our Annals boaſt, 
But here the former in the latter's loſt. 


The Knight, of his own making, now be- 
fore us; may for his Tranſactions, be {aid to 
have outdone the Age he lived in, and 
ſeems by Nature made to bear the Weight 
of thoſe enormons Endowments for which 
he has been ſo remarkable, and for which he 
is here handed down to Poſterity as a Villain 
of the firſt Rank. And I cannot but in 
this Place thoroughly lament the Defici- 
ency of our Laws; when I reflect upon the 
Mildueſs of a Puniſhment for the Blackeſ} of 
Crimes, which I look upon Perjury and 
Forgery to be; nay, Crimes of a deeper Dye, 
than even Marder it felt. It is the ſacred 
Law, that he whoſheddeth Mans Blood, by Man 
hall his Blood be ſhed. What Puniſhment 
then does that Wretch deſerve, who through 
Perjury and Forgery attempts to deprive whole 
Families, and all that ſpring from them, of 
their Subſtance, and obliging them to pine a- 
way their Lives in Want and Milery ? A 
poor Fellow is fure to be hanged by oe Act 
of Parliament, who picks a Pocket but of a 
'Twelve-Penny Handkerchict ; when by azo- 
ther, the Forger of Deeds (the only Method 
by which every Man's Property can be fe- 
cured to him) is only to loſe his Ears, and 
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3) 
{ill enjoy his Thouſands. This partial Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice might well make the Poet 
cry out, 


—— Little Villains maſt ſubmit to Fate, 


That great Ones may enjoy the World in State. 


But as the Adminiſtration of Juſtice is du- 
ly diſpenſed in our Courts of Judicature, eſpe- 
cially in the Example now before us, and 
the Complaint here made, being not againſt 
the Diſpenſers but the Makers of our Laus; 
it is to be hoped, that this trifling Ear-Sta— 
tute will be repealed, and that Mr. Ketch's 
Anodine Necklace will hereafter cut off all 
falſe Swearers and Forgers from the Land 
of the Living. 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Birth, Family, Education, and Marriage - 
of Japhet Crook, alias Sir Peter Stranger. 


Am credibly informed that this moſt no- 
torious Forger was born in Hertfordſhire 
about the Year 1662 (ſome ſay at a Place 
called St. Margaret's; *) was educated in the 
preciſe Perſuaſion of Quakeriſin, and when 
* There is no Place of that Denomination in Hertfor: - 
ſvire, but there is St. Margaret's: Roding in the County of 


Eſſex ; tho' I believe neither County will wrangle for 
the Honour of his Birth. 
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at Years of Manhood, became Servant, alias 
a Drayman, to Mr. Ralph Hawkins, an emi- 
nent Brewer at Walthamſtow in Eſſex. 

In a ſhort time he turned Malt-Jobber, and | 
very dexterouſly in that way practiſed his 4 
Frauds, in ſelling by Samples of one fort, and 
delivering another, (1. e. damaged Goods) to 
his Cuſtomers. _ 

He had the Luck, much too good for 
him, to become the Son-in-Law of a very 
honeſt Man; by marrying Mary, theDaugh- 
ter of Mr. Yoſeph Benning of the County of 

| Hertford, with whom he had a tolerable Por- I 
tion. | | 

By his baſe Practiſes his Character became 
ſoon eſtabliſhed, but being then, as he ſtill is, 
void of all Remorſe, or Shame ; he acquired 
the Ability to purchaſe ſomething of an Eſtate 
at St. Margaret's, as before-mentioned, for 
the Life of himſelf, his Wife, and his Bro- 
ther. This Eſtate he mortgaged for the Sum | 
of Six Hundred Pounds to one Mr. Robert ' 
Cooke, being the full Worth of it, and before 2 

he had repaid Mr. Cooke any part of his 

| Debt, he mortgaged the fame Eſtate a ſecond 

| time to John Hawkins Eſq; of Walthamſtow 

| in the County of E (Son of the betore- 

named Ralph Hawkins) for the Sum of Six- a 
teen Hundred Pounds. Of this John Har- g 
N s ins, we ſhall have Occaſion to ſay much 1 
, more in the Courle of our Narration. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


Of Japhet Crook's coming to London, &c. 


\ FTER fraudelently acquiring an E- 
ſtate, and getting Two Thouſand, 
W 


o Hundred Pounds into his Clutches by 


twice mortgaging the ſame, our Forger makes 


the Grand Tour of Linde From double 


| Mortgages he now proceeds to double Mar- 


riages, and wedded another Mary, Siſter of 
Captain Naſhof Tooley-Street (alias St. Olave's) 
in Southwark, with whom he had a conſi- 
derable Fortune. By his' firſt Wife he had 
one Son, and by this ſecond, one Daughter. 
By the Artifices and Pranks he played in 
Town, aſter his ſecond Marriage, upon 
the unfortunate Death of Sir 8 Freind 
(who ſuffered on the Account of the Aſſaſſi- 
nation-Plot againſt King William) he became 
Maſter of that Gentleman's Brew-Houſe near 
Tower-Hill. But, as ill got Goods ſeldom: thrive, 
tho' he has been a fatal Exception to this 
well meant old England proverb; yet, he felt 
one Inſtance of its Very, and commenced 
Bankrupt, tho' he had not the Honefty to 
{urrender himſelf to his Creditors, but run 


away to Ireland. 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. III. 
Of his Pranks in IRELAND, Oc. 


O RK, in that Kingdom, he made the 
Place of his Reſidence, where he had the 
Modeſty to Honour himſelf with a ſham 
Title, though he had the Aſſurance to give 


out, that Queen AN NE, on account of ſome 


fi ignal Secret Services which he had performed, 
conferred on him the Honour of Knighthood, 
under the Denomination of, 


dir PETER STRANGER. 


Here he dropt his Scripture Name Japhet , 
and we do not find that he ever, here, ac- 
knowledged his two elder Brethren Shen: and 
Ham, or any of old Noah's Progeny. The 
faithful Inhabitants of Cork, were not want- 
ing in paying their ReſpeQts to our ſirauge 
Knight, but honoured him with a Stone 
Doublet, ſending him to Jail for ſome Impo- 
ſures committed there; from whence to ob- 


tain his Liberty, he procured one Hooker, in 
oxen 


* Shem, Ham, and 7apbet, the three Sons of Noab. See 
the Bible. 


S& 

order to be his Bail, to ſwear himſelf worth 
Five hundred Pounds, which he accordingly 
did; and his honeſt Agent being proved 
perjured, loſt one Ear in the Pillory (which, 
had Japhet had but the leaſt Spark of Grace, 
or inward Light, would have been a ſhrewd 
Prognoſtick to him to have taken more Care 
of his own tuo.) After giving Hooker, his 
Bail, this Specimen of his Friendſhip, Sir Peter 
made off privately for Dublin, and there pre- 
tended he had ſuch great Intereſt at the Court 
of Great Britain, that he could procure them 
her Majeſty's Patent for digging their own 
Coals, and for the opening other Mines in that 
Kingdom. | 

Here it was, that he likewiſe drew in that 
honourable Gentleman Colonel Kemp/on to be 
Security for him, on ſome pecuniary Ac- 
count, and for which the Colonel, to the great 
Detriment of his Family (having a Wite and 
ſix Children) ſuffered an Impriſonment of ſe- 
veral Years, for what our impudent Knight 
was pleaſed only tocall, a Milk Score. 

At Dublin, Sir Peter married a third Wile, 
one Mary Savage. His ſecond Wife Mary 
Naſh, hearing of this, went with her Daugh- 
ter over to him. From Dublin, by ſome 
Means which we cannot aſſign, he trapan- 
ned both her and the Child to America. The 
Mother died of Grief at New-England. She 
had, during her yile Husband's Excurſion to 

Ireland, 
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(8) 
Ireland, ſubſiſted her ſelf and her Danghter, 
on part of a Legacy of Thirty Pounds a Year, 
left her by her Brother, Captain Naſh, the 
greateſt Share of which Legacy, Sir Peter, 
by his Artifices, applied to his own Uſe, 
neither regarding Wife or Child. 

Being obliged to leave Dublin, our Knight 
left his third Wife with Child behind him, 
and went to Scotland ; in which Kingdom he 
played the ſame Game, and continued ſhuf- 
ling the ſame Cards on all Accounts. Firſt, 
he married here a fourth Wife, alſo named 
Mary, and the Scots Laſſes being generally 
plentiful Breeders, by her he had ſeveral 
Children; and after a Ramble of twenty 


Years returned again to Exgland, leaving like- 


wile his Scots Family behind him. 


CHA P. IV. 


Of his Behaviour after his return into 
ENGLAND. 


after a very ſtrict Enquiry, that moſt of 
his Creditors were dead; he preyailed with a 
Widow 


PON his Arrival in London, finding, | 
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Widow Gentlewoman, one Mrs. Davis, to 
whom he owed a confiderable Sum, to take 
out a ſecond Statute of Bankrupt againſt him, 
by which he was cleared of his Debts, yet 
had not either the Honeſty or Humanity to 
pay her. But ſome Folks were up with him, 
and for his uſual Rogueries got him confined 
in the Gate-Houſe at Weſtminſter, viz. for 
fraudulently obtaining and detaining Deeds of 
Eſtates and other Writings thereunto belonging. 
Under this Confinement he was reduced to a 
very miſerable Condition. But, by his Con- 
trivances, he once more got looſe, ſlunk 
down into Hertfordſhire, put on a mock Re- 
pentance, and ingratiated himſelf ſo far as 
to live again with his firſt Wife. Her Fa- 
ther being dead, and having deviſed an Eſtate 
at Barkhamſjead to her, of which Japhet 
found her poſſeſſed, was the Motive of his 
pretended Contrition for his paſt Offences. 
But upon Enquiry finding that this Eſtate was 
only ſettled by Mr. Benning upon his Daugh- 
ter for Life, and after her Decealſe was to de- 
volve to his Nephews and Nieces. Our ho- 
neſt Japhet ſoon got himſelf poſſeſſed of the 
Deeds and Inſiruments, and immediately mort- 
gaged this Eſtate likewiſe to John Hawkins, 
Eſq; of Walthamſlow, for Five hundred 


Pounds, and to get the farther into his good 


Graces (Mr. Hawkins being almoſt ſupera- 
nuated and very rich) Faphet pretended to 
e recover 


( 10 ) 


recover the Eſtate at St. Margaret's, which he 


firſt mortgaged to Mr. Cooke (as before-men- 
tioned) by filing a Bill in Chancery againſt 
one Mrs. Owen, a Widow, to whom, at his 
Death, Mr. Cooke had bequeathed it. Our 
Impoſtor Japhet and his Nephew, by ſome 
Stratagem, got into Poſſeſſion of the ſaid E- 
ſtate, and totally defrauded the Widow Orten 
and her Children of the fame. 7hirdly, He 
mortgaged to Mr. John Hawkins aforeſaid ano- 
ther Eſtate at Endfeld tor two hundred Pounds, 
which allo belonged to another poor Widow, 
and was all ſhe had to live on. 

He likewiſe found means to mortgage ſome 
Waſte Lands in the County of Northumberland, 
for two thouſand Pounds, which was held by 
a Grant from King CHarles II. and not of any 
intrinſick Worth, Faphet having purchaſed 
the ſaid Waſte Lands for a hundred Pounds. 
And in order the better to impoſe on Mr. John 
Hawkins, Faphet Crook becoming acquainted 
with Mr. Foſeph Garbutt and Elizabeth his 
Wife, now living in Tothill-Fields in Weſtmin= 
er (and who were entitled to an Eſtate cal- 
led Fawick-Park, in the County of E/ex) 
by his frequenting Prayers at the Abbey, and 
his ſeeming religious Deportment ; and did 


in the Year 1727, apply to Mr. Garbutt 


and his Wife, either to purchaſe or take a 
Leaſe of the ſame ; which they refuſing, he 
procared ſham Deeds to be drawn and en- 

x groſſed, 
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(11 ) | 
groſſed, cauſing the Names and Seals of Mr. 
Garbutt and his Wife to be ſet thereunto, and 
mortgaged the ſaid Garbu??'s Eſtate to Har- 
kins for Four thouſand five hundred Pounds, 
in three Days after he had finiſhed the clan- 
deſtine Writings. The ſaid 4500 J. with 
many other conſiderable Sums of Money he 
actually received of Mr. John Hawkins, pre- 
tending all he did was to ſerve him; and, to 
give his Villainies a better Gloſs, and induce 
Mr. Hawkins, who was worth above 'Three- 
ſcore thouſand Pounds, to make him the Heir 
of his Eſtate; Faphet Crook made his Will, 
leaving Mr. Hawkins ſole Executor of all 
his Effects. This Stratagem obtained the 
End propoſed by Crook, and wrought ſo far 
upon the poor old Gentleman Mr. Hawkzns, 
who thinking Crook's Intention to be ſincere, 
and that he meant no other than a mutual 
Exchange of Friendſhip, by making the 
Survivor the Inheritor of cach other's For- 
tune, Mr. Hawkins accordingly made his 
Will, and left Cyook his ſole Executor; as 
will be found in the Cloſe of this Narrative. 


C:is CHAP. 


. ( 12 ) , 
UG HAT, . 
Of the Death of Mr. Hawkins, Sc. 


HIS laſt Scene of Japhet Crook's Ro- 


4 guery, for which the Devil reſolved 
I honeſtly to pay him the Shame he owed him, 
Ih was effected in little more than a twelve 
| | Month. Crook became acquainted with Mr. 
he Garbutt and his Wife, but in the Year 1727, 
0 of whom when he found he could neither 
0 Purchaſe their Eſtate, nor take a Leaſe of 
it it, he was reſolved to take it from them as 
16 above - mentioned. Mr. Hawkins died in 
i | the Year 1728, this Forgery of Crocł's was de- 
It tected by Mr. Garbutt about the Month of Sep- 
if zember, and the worſhipful Sir Peter Stranger 


| was convicted of it, in the Court of Ring's- 
| Bench, in February 1728-29. 

1 The following Letter is a full Confirmati- 
1 on of the Contents of our Narration ; and 
1 Which we received from a Gentleman who 
11 has inſpected all the Proceedings, viz. 
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| JAMES MOOR, E. 


SI R, 


Hatever uncertain Accounts you may 
have of Japhet Crook I know not, but 
what I here ſend you may depend on for 
ſtrict Truth. | 
He is near ſeventy Years of Age, and was 
born at Hunſdon in Hertfordſbire, of honeſt 
Parentage, of the People called .2wuakers. He 
himſelf was brought up a Q waker, and ap- 
peared as one, for many Years, whilſt he 
traded as a Malſter in Stan/ted-Saint-Marga- 
ret's, and at Ware, and Hertford, and the 
neighbouring Towns, till the Year 1702. 
During the time of his living in Nanſted, 
he got acquainted with many Brewers in 
London; and particularly with Mr. John 
Hawkins, then, and for many Years after- 
wards, a conſiderable Brewer at Norton- Fal- 
gate, without Biſbopſgate. 
He has ſince aſſumed the Character of a 
Merchant, in order to give the better Credit 
to his Forgeries; as by the following Extracts, 
from the Brief of his Majeſty's Counſel, will 


appear. 
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The Indidiment for our Lord the King, a- 
gainſt this Impoſtor, ſets forth, that, 

Joſeph Garbutt, Gent. in Right of his Wife 
Elisabeth, on the 21ſt of Sept. Ann. 1. Geo. II. 
were ſeized in Fee of certain Meſſuages, 
Lands and Tenements, called Jawick cum 
iu, in the Pariſh of Clack?on, in Com. Eſſex. 

That Faphet Crook, of the Pariſh of St. 
Danſtan, in Com. Middſx. did forge a falſe 
Writing ſealed, purporting to be ſealed and 
delivered by Mr. Garbutt and his Wife, as an 
Indenture of Bargain and Sale for one Year, 
bearing Date as above-mentioned, ſuppoſed 
to be made between Joſeph Garbutt of the 
City of Glouceſter, Gent. and Elizabeth his 
Wife, of the one Part, and Japhet Crook, of 
London, Merchant, of the other Part, That 
in Conſideration of 5 5. in hand paid to Mr. 
Garbutt and his Wife, they did agree to fell 
to Japhet Crook, and give him Poſſeſſion of 
Fawick-Park, in the Pariſh of Clackton, in the 
County of Eſex, being about eight Miles in 
Circumference, and containing by Eſtimation 
4000 Acres, with all Rights, Privileges and 
Royalties thereunto belonging ; to have and 
to hold the {ame for one Year, paying a 
Pepper-Corn the laſt Day of the 'Verm, with 
Intention that by Virtue thereof, he might be 
in Poſſeſſion, and be enabled to take a Grant 


of the Reverſion, to him and his Heirs, to 
the 


(15) 
the Damage of Mr. Garbutt and his ie, 


againſt the Statute, and againſt the Peace of 
our Soveraign Lord the King. 


To this Indictment, Crook pleaded Not 
Guilty, and I//ae was thereon joined. 


He was, as your Narrative ſets forth, Ser- 
vant to Mr. Ralph Hawkins, a Brewer; and 
did afterwards ſet up to be a Malſter, a 
Brewer, a Grazier, a Timber-Merchant, and 
ſeveral other Trades at one and the ſame 
time, in which his chief Practiſe was to out- 
wit and deceive thoſe he dealt with, and he 
took a certain Pleaſure in ſo doing, and would 
frequently boaſt of his Exploits that way. 

He borrowed of Mr. John Hawkins 1650. 
upon the Eſtate you mention at St. M a- 
ret's, which Crook had twice mortgaged be- 
fore for more than the Value, 1o that Mr. 
Hawkins never had any Benefit of his Mort- 
gage. 8 

A Statute of Bankrupcy was tak en out 
againſt Crook, 1706, and he thereupon ab- 
ſconded, and from that time to 1725, wan— 
dered about in Ireland, Scotland, and the 
North of England, having no viſible way of 
living but that of Tricking under various 
Shapes, Titles and Denominations ; ſometimes 
pretending to be a Baronet, a Merchant, and 
whatever elſe might promote his Deligns. 


By 


i 
: 
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By this means unwary People were drawn in 
and tricked out of their Money. 
During theſe "Tranſactions, his common 


Appellations were Peter Stranger, and Sir 


Peter Stranger. And by the Name of Peter 
Stranger he lay in Cork Jail, and Dublin Jail, 
in Ireland, and was for a conſiderable time 
in Cuſtody as a Perſon concerned in the 
Preſton Rebellion, He at that time pretend- 
ed to be a Man of Eſtate and Fortune, and 
to have Intereſt among Perſons of Quality, 
and told the King's Meſſenger who took 
him up, that if he would lend him ſome 
Money, he would as ſoon as he obtained his 
Liberty pay him again, and it ſhould be 
greatly to his Advantage. He prevailed 


upon the Meſſenger to lend him Money, 


who dying ſoon after, Crook farther prevails 
on the Meſſenger's Widow, to take out a 
Commiſſion of Bankrupcy againſt him as 
the only Means of getting her Money, which 
in 1725 ſhe did, but never got a Farthing ; 
however, it ſerved Crook's ends, for he had 

thereupon his Certificate and Diſcharge. 
This was no ſooner done, but being in a 
very neceſſitous Condition, he caſt his Eye on 
Mr. Hawkins, whom he knew was rich and 
very covetous, as a proper Perſon to work 
his Deſigns on, and begins by a Letter dated 
Anno 1725, wherein he acquaints Mr. Haw- 
Eins. That he had got his Diſcharge, but 
that 
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cc that he thought himſelf not diſcharged 
from the Obligations he was under to him; 
« and he had a way not only to procure 
« him the whole 1650 J. and Intereſt, but a 
Surplus of 2000 1. Mr. Hawkins pleaſed 
with the Thoughts of receiving ſo much Mo- 
ney, of which he never expected one Far- 
thing, liſtened very earneſtly to Crook, who 
had an extraordinary Talent at Deceiving, 
and making the moſt improbable things pals 
for Truth. Now Cyook's Project was "and it 
took Effect) as follows, viz. 
“Crool perſuades Mr. Hawkins, that the 
Eſtate he had mortgaged to him for 1650 /. 
was worth 400 J. or 500 J. per Au. and that 
the former Mortgagces, who had been in Poſ- 
ſeſſion above twenty Years, were over- pai 
* 2000 |. and he intended Mr. Hawkins ſhould 
„have the ſaid 2000 /. befides the 1650 J. 
© due to him, and ſhould allo have the E- 
« ſtate itſelf when recovered, intending no- 
thing for himſelf, it being ſufficient for 
him to ſerve his Friend.“ 

Mr. Hawkins, who was very cager after 
Wealth, was hugely pleaſed with Crcok's 
generous Propoſal, Money being the ſole Pe- 
light of his Heart. Fapher, however, inti- 
mated to him, that there was an ablolute 
Neceſſity of advancing ſome Money to en- 
able him to procure theſe Advantages. Mr. 


** 


0 
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| Hawkins inſtantly lays down 200 /. for that 


D Pur- 
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Purpoſe; and Crock the readier to induce 
him to truſt him, pretended to have lately 
bought a Copyhold Eſtate at Endfeld, and 
would mortgage that to ſecure this 200 /. laſt 
advanced, and Crook produces a Surrender to 
himſelf, from one Chapman; but this was all 
Fraud, Crook having no Right or 'Title to any 
{ich Eſtate. 

Mr. Hawkins being wholly blinded with 


the Expectation of getting ſo much Money, 


never ſo much as made the leaſt Enquiry con- 
cerning the Title, but was fully contented 
with the Surrender which Crook made of it to 
him. 

Crook pretends, with this 200 J. to proceed 
againſt the Prior-Mortgagees, and from time to 
time amuſed Mr. Hawkins with the mighty 
Services he was doing, and the great Advan- 
tages which would ſoon ariſe from the Eſtate 
of St. Margaret's, provided he would advance 
ſome more Money, and ſo prevails with Mr. 
Hawkins to lay down 300 /. more. But to 
pleaſe, and keep Mr. Hawkins from Suſpi- 
cion, Crook makes him another Mortgage for 
this 300 J. of an Eſtate he pretended was 
come to him from his Wife's Father, when in 
reality he had no ſuch Eſtate. This, how=- 
ever, was not 1o much as looked into by Mr. 
Hawkzns, and Crook ſtill continues his Amuſe- 
ments of the mighty Services he was doing 
for Mr. Hawkins, and that he was on the 


Point 


1 


Point of getting Poſſeſſion of St. Mar garet's; 
and for enlarging the Advantages which 
might thereby be made, Crock propoſes to 
have a Store of Sheep, ready to put on the 
Lands, magnifying the Profits which were to 
be made by their Grazing; and ſo gets Mr. 
Hawkins's Conſent to buy ſeven hundred 
Sheep, which Crook told him coſt 700 J. 
which Sum Mr. Hawkins paid for them. 
Soon after Crook buys eight hundred Sheep 
more, and likewiſe received of Mr. Hawkins 
800 J. for them, on no other Security than 
his own Note, and a Bill of Sale of the 
Sheep. 

In a little time afterwards, Co, by ſome 
means or other, got Poſſeſſion of an old Grant 
from the Crown of fifteen thouſand Acres of 
Waſte Land in Holy-1/land in the County of 
Northumberland, of no Value whatſoever. 
With this Royal Grant Crook goes to Mr. 
Hawkins, and aſſures him, that with laying 
out 3000 J. it would bring in a vaſt Eſtate. 
For, ſays Crook, in a Letter to Mr. Haring, 
The Land is proper for ſowing of Rape, 
« and a thouſand Acres 1o ſown, will, 
„if but half an uſual Crop riſe, bring in 
« 10,000/.” And Crook propoſed to make 
over this Grant as a Security for all the Mo- 

ney he had had. This was another Bait 
which readily took with Mr. Hawkins, and 
Crook procures by it no leſs than the advance 
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of a farther additional Sum of 2 500 J. And 
now Mr. Hawkins thinking himſelf ſufficiently 
ſecured by a Mortgage of this Holy-Iſland, 
and always retaining an extraordinary good 
Opinion of Crook, and all his Tranſactions, 
inſomuch that he entirely credited whatever 
he propoſed. And the more to oblige Haw- 
kins (as you have hinted, Sir,) Crook made 
his Will in Form, and deviſed to Mr. Haw- 
kins the entire Fee of his great Eſtate, and 
all other the Eſtates (of our wealthy Sir Pe- 
ter Stranger) and leaves it in the Hands of 
Mr. Hawkins. 

This was highly agreeable to Mr. Haw- 
kins, who, in Gratitude to fo good a Friend 
and Bene lactor, made his Will, and gave 
Crook all his Eſtate. But Japhet not willing 
to wait the Uncertainty of his Death, deter- 
mined to have a good Share of the Eſtate in 
Mr. Hawkins's Life- time; and in order there- 
to, in ſome ſhort time afterwards, Crook ap- 
plied to Mr. Hawkins, and pretended he had 
met with an extraordinary Bargain of an 
| Eſtate, eight Miles in Circumference, and in 
| Eſſex the very Country where Mr. Hawkins 
f lived, and he was to pay only 4500 J. That 
| he was to have a Conveyance, and be put 
into Poſſeſſion on Payment of 1500 Guineas, 
and that there was room to get a great deal 
of Money by the Bargain, and aſſured Mr. 
Hawkins, that, if he would adyance the 
| I | Money, 
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Money, he would bring the Purchaſe-Deeds 
and make over the Eſtate to him by way of 
Mortgage : Likewiſe he would take care that 
Mr. Coningsby, his Counſel, ſhould examine 
the Title, and the Deeds ſhould be duly exe- 
cuted. 

Mr. Hawkins, ſtill giving Credit to his good 
Friend Crook, advances the 1500 Guineas. 
Some few Days afterwards, Crook, by Letter, 
{ent word that he had got Poſſeſſion, paid 
the 1500 Guineas, and given his Note for 
the Remainder of the Purchaſe-Money. Soon 
after Crock brought Mr. Hawkins two Deeds 
of Conveyance by way of Leaſe and Re- 
leaſe, from Joſeph Garbutt and Elzabeth his 
Wife, to himſelf ; and alſo a Mortgage of 
the ſame from bim to Mr. Hawkins, with a 
Receipt on the Back thereof, for the 4500 /. 
ta draws from Mr, Hawkins the whole 4500 J. 
which, with other Sums he had before frau- 
dulently obtained of him, amounts to the 
Sum of 1 3,000 /. 

In a little time after this, Mr. Hawkins 
died, and his next Relations taking Poſſeſſion 
of his Effects, finds the Deeds (of Mr. Gar- 
butt's Eſtate) among the Deceaſed's Writ- 
ings, and making Enquiry among other 
Matters, into this Security, they diſcovered 
that theſe Deeds of Conveyance were forged, 
and the whole a Fraud and Impoſition on the 
| decealed Gentleman: And for forging theſe. 
Deeds 
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Deeds of Leaſe and Releaſe, and publiſhing 
the ſame to defraud Mr. Hawkips, the In- 
dictment againſt Crook was brought, and of 
which he has been found guilty, and juſtly 
by our Legiſlature puniſhed, tho* not in a 
manner (as you well obſerve in your [ntro- 
duction) adequate to the Heinouſneſs of his 
Offence. | 


I am, Sir, Yours, 
Inner-Temple, 


June 15, 1731. 
J. W. 


E 


The Proceedings againſt Crook, in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court, and his Pretences to Intereſt 
with Perſons of Diſtinction, 


N the Libel exhibited againſt our Impo- 
ſior, and now depending in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court, it is atteſted, that Jabhet 
Crook being ſeveral times told, particularly 
in the Month of Auguſt 1728, His Forgeries 
would bring him to the Pillory. He anſwered 
boldly, and with an uncommon Aſſurance, 
He did not value that, ſo he got Mr. Haw- 
Kins's Eſlate. And he has frequently made 
his Boaſts in the Years 1725, 1726, 1727, 
and 1728, of the great perſonal Intereſt he 
had 
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had with ſeyeral Perſons of Quality, and of 
the firſt Diſtinction, particularly in the Put- 
cheſs of Kendall, In a Letter to Mr. H 
Eins, bearing Date the 24th of May, 1725, 
he thus expreſſes himſelf, in his own Ortho- 
graphy, I have ſuch Runing and Atende- 
ing of this Greate Duches of Kendall and his 
Generall Peper that I am allmoſt weried out of 
my Life — (And in the fame Letter, men- 
tioning his Endfeld Eſtate, he thus delivers 
himſelf, viz.)——T have got the Surrenders 
the eſtate att enfild Chaſe but the Generall 

ath Demoliſhed my Pocket and put me In ſum 
Debt. (Then folliciting Mr. Hawkins for 
more Money, to induce him thereto, he lays, 
in the ſame Letter,) _— I will If Po/thell put 
her Graces of the Afare of the Holy Ifland til 
that ſme Returns back, from Hanover * — 
This Letter he ſigns P. S. (for Peter Stranger 
and under it writes at large Jet Crook, 
adding this remarkable Poſticript, 978. 

I was adviſed by My Connfell to take the eſtate 
at enfeild In the name of Peter Stranger and 
they Aſſured Me it was as well as Japhet Creok 
for I being the ſame Perſon and haveing Paſſed 
this 20 years by that Name and Aguired it 
with out any fraud It was all one. 


We 


* He means thus, that, he intended to put her Grace in 
mind of the AF1ir of Holy Iſland : But that it could not be ac- 
compliſhed till her Return from Hanover. 
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We next come to the Right Honourable 
Sir Robert Walpole, the Lord Townſhend, and 
the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain 
(the Earl of Macclesfield.) All of whom he 
gave out, had ſo great a Regard for his great 
Skill, K nowledpe, Integrity and Judgment, "that 
they conſulted him on all Occaſions. And, that 
he was ſoon to be made a Lord or Peer of this 
Realm, and have a conſiderable Title and Eſtate 
beſtowed upon him, and that he ſhould be then 
able to do great Things for the Family of the 
Hawkins *, 

Theſe Aﬀertions the late Mr. John Hawkins 
believed as true; but he, poor Gentleman, 
was at that time deprived of his Underſtand- 
ing, and thereby not capable of judging pro- 
perly of {ach ridiculous Stories and Inven- 
tions ; contrived on purpoſe by Crook to im- 
poſe upon and gain Credit with Mr. Hawkins. 
Adding to all the reſt, as an I2/fance of the 


good Opinion the Right Honourable the Lord 


Chancellor had of him ; That he did, in the 
Preſence and Hearing of 7ohn James and o- 
thers, tell Mr. Hawkins, that Mr. — came 
into Court, and ſwore before the Lord Chan- 
cellor, that, The ſaid John Hawkins, Elq; 
« was dead. And that he the laid Japhet 


Crool happening to hear the ſame, imme- 


« diately came into Court, and then told the 
Lord Chancellor, that what Mr. 
« had 


* Extract, from the Lile in the Commons, Artic, 58. 
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« had ſworn was a Lye, or Falſe; for that 
the ſaid John Hawkins was alive. And 
that thereupon the Lord Chancellor gave 
« Credit to the Word of him the ſaid Japhet 
« Crook, before the Oath of the ſaid Mr. 
2 affirming, that this Inſtance was and 75 
true , viz, that Crook fo gave out; but is 
« falſe in Fact.“ 

At length Crook triumphs in his Eſtate- 
Royal of Holy-I/land, and on the 13th of Fe- 
bruary 1726-7, ſends Mr. Hawkins r fol- 
laune elegant n di. 


Worthy Sir, 

Incloſed in the Bage is the Grant from 
** the Crown with the other Writeinges be 
** pleaſed to Take them home with you and 
at your owen Laziour Peruſe them and It 
*1t May be your Pleaſuer to be Conſernd 
cor to ſerve Me int I ſhall make the Tittell 
as good and ferm as any on earth and all 
that I have Afirmed of it is truth.“ 


Your Moiſt lente obeidant Humbell Servant 
| | Till he's n Rc 


By this Mir G eq forging the 
Deeds of Mr. Garbutt's Eſtate; and his Ma- 
nagement of making Vill; he drew in Mr. 
Hawkins to make him his Heir. 


"if 
1. 


* See the Libel, ut ſupra, Artic. 59. 
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CHAP. vit.- 


Containing Mary Crook's W1 LL to her 
Husband. Japhet Crook's WILL 7o 
Mr. Hawkins, and Mr. Hawkins's W ILL 


to him. 


N the Name of God, Amen. I Mary 

Crook of Barkhamſted, St. Peter's, in the 
County of Hertford, Wife of Japhet Crook, 
late of London, Chapman, being ſick and 
weak in Body, but of ſound, perfect, and 
diſpoſing Mind and Memory, Thanks be 
therefore given to Almighty God for the ſame; 
and calling to Mind the Uncertainty of this 
preſent mortal-Life, do make and. ordain this 
my laft Will and Teſtament in Manner and 
Form. following, (that is to fay) Firſt and 
principally, I do commend my Soul into the 
Hands of Almighty God that gave it, hoping 
aſſuredly through the only Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt my Saviour and Redeemer, to be made 
Partaker of everlaſting Life: For my Body, 
I do commit the ſame to the Earth, in decent 
manner to be buried, at the Diſcretion of my 
Executor herein after-named : And as touch- 
ing ſuch worldly Goods and Eſtate as it hath 
pleaſed Almighty God of his Goodneſs to 
bleſs me with, I do hereby give, will and 
| I be- 
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bequeath the ſame as followeth. Lnprimis, 
All my real and perſonal Eſtate whatſoever 
I ſhall die poſſeſſed of, as Heir at Law to 
Joſeph Benning of Barkhamſted, St. Peter's, a- 
forelaid, deceaſed, my late Father, I do 
hereby give, will and bequeath unto the a- 
boveſaid Japhet Crook, my Husband, and to 
his Heirs and Aſſigus for ever. And J do 
hereby conſtitute, ordain and appoint him 
the ſaid Yaphet Crook ſole Executor of this 
my Lat Will and Teftament, utterly making 
void all former and other Wills by me made; 
and I do hereby pronounce and declare this, 
and no other, to be my ſaid Laſt Will and 
Zeſſament. In Witneſs whereof, I have here- 
unto ſet my Hand and Seal, this three and 
twentieth Day of Odtuber, in the twelfth Year 
of the Reign of our Soveraign Lord George, 
by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Annog; Dom. 1725. 


Mary Crook & 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pronounced, 
and declared by the above-named 
Mary Crook the Peſtatrix, as her Laſt 
Mill and Teſtament, in the Preſence 
of us, 7 


John Howard, 
Frances Hawes, 


Mary Martin. II 
2 Item, 
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Item, My Will and Mind further is, that 
an handſome Grave-Stone be ſet or laid over 
the Graves of my Father n Mother. 


To. 


Frances Hawes, 
Mary Martin. 


'P 


"'N the Name of God, Amen. I Jap het Crook, 

alias Stranger, of the Pariſh of St. Margaret, 
in the County of Hertford, Gentleman, being 
of ſound, perfect and diſpoſing Mind and Me- 
mory, Thanks be therefore given to Almighty 
God for the ſame; and calling to Mind the 
Uncertainty of this preſent mortal Life, do 
make and ordain this my Laſt Mill and Teſta- 


nent in Manner and Form following, (that is 


to ſay) Firſt and principally, I commend my 
Soul into the Hands of Almighty God that 
gave it, hoping aſſuredly, through the only 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour and Re- 
deemer, to be made Partaker of everlaſting 
Life: For my Body, I do commit the fame 
to the Earth, in decent manner to be buried, 
at the Diſcretion of my Executor hereafter 
named. And as touching ſuch worldly Goods 
and Eſtate as it hath pleaſed Almighty God 
of his Goodneſs to ble me with, I do here- 
by give, will and bequeath the ſame as fol- 
loweth. Imprints, Al my real and perſonal 

Eſtate 


John Howard, _ . Mary Crook. 
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Eftate whatſoever, and whereſoever I ſhall 
die poſſeſſed of, I do hereby give, will and 
bequeath unto John Huwkins of Walthamſtow, 
in the County of Een, Eſquire, and to his 
Heirs and Aſſigns for ever: And I do hereby 
conſtitute, ordain and appoint him the faid 

on Hawkins, ſole Executor of this my 
Laſt Will and Teftanent, utterly making void 
all former and other Wills by me made. And 
I do hereby pronounce and declare this -and 
no other to be my ſaid Laſt Mill and Teftlament. 
In Witneſs whereof, I have hereunto ſet 
my Hand and Seal, this one and twentieth 
Day of Auguſt, in the firſt Year of the Reign 
of our Soveraign Lord George the Second, by 
the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Aunoq; Domini 1727. 

Faphet : Crookee G 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pronounced 

and declared by the above- named 
Faphet Crook, alias Stranger the Teſta- 
tor, as his Laſt- Will and Teſtament, 
in the Preſence of us, 


John Hinton, of White s- Alley, near Chan- 

 .cery-Lane. | 

Samuel Bedford, of Pope's-Head-Court, 
near Chancery- Lane. 

Cath. Wibert, Spinſter, in Chancery-Lane, 
near the Crown and Rolls Tavern, 
who ingroſſed the above Will. 

| - In 
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In about three Months after Faphet Crook 
had executed his Will to Mr Hawkins, he ob- 
tained his End; and Mr. Hawkins made his 
own Will, which bears Date December 1, 
1727, conſiſting of but of three Items,viz. Firſt, 
He gives to his Brother Thomas Hawkins, 'one 
Annuity of Five hundred Pounds per Annum 
for Life. Secondly, He gives a Charity of 
One thoufand Pounds to Chri//'s Hoſpital. 
Thirdly, He gives the Reft and Reſidue of his 
real and perſonal Eſtate to his Friend Faphet 
Crook, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators 
and Aſſigns. And makes the ſaid Faphet 
Crook ſole Executor. t 


From theſe Artifices of Crook, together 
with his many deceitful Suggeſtions, Mifrepre- 
ſentations, and Infinuations in his Diſcourſe 
with, and by his Letters wrote to Mr. Hau- 
kins ; and repreſenting his Relations, as vile, 
wicked and extravagant Perſons, and that they 
wanted his Death in order to divide and ſpend 
his Subſtance *, By theſe falſe, baſe, and no- 
torious Contrivances, he impoſed upon and 
drew in Mr. Hawkins to make the Will above- 
mentioned, to the great Prejudice of his Bro- 
ther and other Relations. 

And it is farther manifeſt, “ That for ſe- 
<« yeral Months preceding the time of Mr. 

cc Hau- 


* See the Libel, ut ſupra, Artic. 60, 


4 

14 
* 
1 


4 ( 31 ) 

« Hawkins's making his Will, to the time of 
© his Death; Crook invented and publickly 
« told many falſe, groundleſs, and malici- 
© ous Stories of Mr. Hawkins's Relations, to 
c exaſperate him, and alienate his Affections 
« from them, in order to get his Eſtate ; and 
© which indeed were ſo apparently falſe, 
* groſs and groundleſs, and altogether ſo 
* inconſiſtent and untrue in the relating, that 
* they could not have been received, or any 
© Credit given to them by Mr. Hawkzns, if he 
* had been in his right Senſes; but on the 
* contrary, he muſt haye ſhewn the utmoſt 
«© Reſentment to the Inventor of ſuch Ca- 
% lumny . Moreover, Japhet Crook, to in- 
« duce Mr. Hawkins to make his Will in fa- 
« your of Him; did, in the Preſence and 
“Hearing of Robert Flyer, Richard Lucas, 
« and others, moſt falſely averr, that he, 
«© Crook, had made great Improvements of 
c his Money, and gained a vaſt Eſtate, to 
“the amount of Ten thoufand Pounds fer 
© Ann. and upwards, and that his perſonal 
« Eſtate was worth Eight thouſand Pounds 
% fer Ann. and upwards, and that he would 
& give it all to Mr. Hawkins +.” 

This was the pretended Purport of Crook's 
Will above-recited. “ And the more ef- 
«* fectually to work on the weak and decayed 

« Under- 


_ * See the Libel, ut ſupra, Art. 66. bid. Art. 67. 
| Ibid. Artice 71, 72. | 
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« Life and whatever is * 
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“ Underftanding of Mr. Hawkins, and cheat 
« him of his whole Eſtate, and to cover and 


« carry on his fraudulent Peſigns, did from 


«- the lüde of obtaining Mr. Hawkinss Will, 
« to the time of his Death, continually ſend 
ce as Preſents to him, Wines, and other ſtrong 
« Liquors of an intoxicating Nature, pri- 
4 vately made up and mixed for this Pur- 
% poſe by Crook, who recommended them as 
« the moſt excellent in their Kind, and good 
« for his Health; aſſuring Mr. Hawkins in his 
Letters, that theſe Wines came out of the 
« King's Cellar, and were ſuch as King 
« HOR himſelf uſually drank, and that 
« one fort of them, which he called Aſhcolon * 
« Wine, had very extraordinary Virtues. 
1 Kino (ſays he) 7he Fewes are the Cuninges 
Pepell in the world and they call it Long 
fold in England is 
« fold to help poor Wines T. By this Arete, 
Crook ſo far preyailed on Mr. Hawkins 
« (who received the ſaid Preſents as particu- 
lar Marks of Crook's Affection for him) that 
4 he did every Day drink great Quantities 
« of the faid Liquors, and thereby became 
“ intoxicate and ſtu ified] ſo as not to be 
able to remember what he did, or to diſtin- 
„ guiſh Fraud from Friendſhip, or diſcern the 
an open and bare: faced Impoſitions put 
** upon 
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* {/ralon, he meant. Sce his Letter to Mr. How 


kins, March 26, 1726. 
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* upon him. And the ſaid Liquors were 
&* ſo far from being good for the Health of 
« Mr. Hawkins, that in the Opinion of Mr, 
* Thomas Simpſon, and others, who attended 
* him during the laſt twelve Months of 


6 his Life, and who ſaw what Effect the 


* ſaid Liquors had on him, that they did 
% impair his Health and ſhorten his Days. And 
©« it js not doubted but that Japhet Crook 
“ did mix, prepare, and fend thele Liquors 
* on purpoſe to impair the Health and 
“ ſhorten the Days of Mr. Hawkins, that 
he might the ſooner accompliſh his wick- 
ed Purpoſes, and poſſeſs his Eſtate. And 
* Crook hath confeſſed the fame in the Pre- 
“ ſence of Agchary Cole, Deborah Newton, 
and others. And Mr. Hawkins became 
* fo ſtupified by theſe Liquors, that from 
the time of making his Hill, to the time 
* of his Death, he did not remember, or 
tale Notice to any Perſon whatſoever, that 
© he had made any ſuch Will, but the fame 
“lay about his Houſe in a zegledFed Manny, 
*© And no doubt, had Mr. Hanzkizs not 
been thus ſtupified, he would not have dons 
“ any ſuch Act.“ 


* See the Ly BEL, ut ſu). AnrT1c. 75. 
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CHA P. VIIL 


The Proceedings in Chancery relating to Mr. 
| Hawkins's W1LL.. 


INCE the Deceaſe of Mr. Hawkins, in 
| Michazlmas Term 1728, his Relations, 
together with his Brother, brought a Suit 


and exhibited their Bill in the High-Court 


of Chancery againſt Crook, in order to have 
this pretended Will ſet aſide, : for the fraudu- 
lent Practices made uſe of by the ſaid Crook 


in obtaining it, And upon hearing the ſaid . 


Cauſe, on the 21ſt Day of July 1729, the 
Court Decreed, Firſt, © That the ſaid pre- 
"* tended Will of John Hawkins Eſq; made 
5 in favour of Japhet Crook, as to the real 
3 Eſtate, ſhould be ſet aſide. Seconaly, That 
the ſaid Crook ſhould bring before a Ma- 


* ſter of that Court upon Oath, all Deeds 


and Writings in his Cuſtody, or Power, 
relating to the real Eſtate of the ſaid John 
* Hawkins, Thirdly, That the faid Crook 


* ſhould bring the Sum of thirteen Thouſand 
Pounds, received by him; into the Bank 
* of England to be placed to the Accompt 


* of the Accomptant-General of that Court. 
* Fourthly, That the ſaid Crook ſhould ac: 
* compt for ſuch other Sums of Money 
as he had received of the Eſtate of the 


*% faid John Hawkins ſince his Death, and 
- el 


| 


'S 
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12 
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En 


* produce upon Oath all Books of Ac- 


— 


** 


compts and Papers in his Cuſtody, or 
„Power relating thereto, and be examined 
« upon Iaterrogatories, as the Maſter ſhould 
« direct, and bring what appeared to be 
due into the Bank to be placed to the 
« Accompt of the Accomptant - General. 
« Fifthly, That the ſaid Crook ſhould pay 
« the Coſts of the Suit, and after the De- 
« termination of the Matter in the Eccle- 
« ſiaſtical Court, the Plaintitls in this Suit 
« wereto apply to the ſaid Court of Chan- 
« cery for farther Directions.“ 

And it is not to be doubted, but that tlie 
Eccleſiaſtical Court will confirm this juſt De- 
cree of the High- Court of Chancery. | 

Mr. Joha Hawkins died a Batchelor, with- 
out Father or Mother; and left behind him at 
his Death, Thomas Hawkins, John Nutt, and 
Dorothy Blount, and Catherine Moolball, his 
Nephew and Neices, Joint-Plaintiffs againſt 
Crook in the Eccleſiaſtical Court. 


A 
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CHAP, VII, 
The Clauſes out of the Statute at large, Ann. 
5. Eliz. on which Crook was Indifted and 


Convicted. And of n the Sentence 
on him. 


E it "OR Enacted by the Queen's moſt 

Crcellent Bajeſty, with the Alſent of the 
L o2ds Spiritual aud Zempo2al, and the Com- 
* mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and 
by the Authozitp of the ſame, That ik any Per⸗ 
fon o2 Perſons whatſoever, after the firſt Day 
of June now next coming, upon his oz their gun 
Head 02 Imagination, oz elſe by falſe Conſpira⸗ 
cy and Fraud with others, ſhall wittinglp, ſub- 
filly and falſely fozce oz make, oz ſubfilty Cauſe, 
92 wittingly Aﬀent to be fozged 02 made, any 
falſe Deed, Charter 02 Writing ſealed, Court; 
Noll, oꝛ the Nu ill of any Perſon oz Perſons in Mrit⸗ 
ing, fo the Intent that the Eſtate of Freehold 02 
Inheritance of any Perſon oz Perſons, of, in, o2 
to any Lands, Tenemente, 02 Þereditaments, 
Frechold o2 Copyhold, o2 the Right, Title, oz 
Intereſt of any Perſon or Þ erſons, of, in, o2 to 
the ſame, or any of them, ſhall oꝛ may be moleſted, 
t20ubled, defeated, recovered o2 charged; oz after 
the ſaid firſt Day ol June, ſhall p2onounce, pub- 
liſh, o2 ſhew fozth in Evidence any ſuch falſe and 
forged Deeds, Charter, Writing, Eourt-Roll, o2 
Wil, as true, knowing the ſame to be falſe and 
foꝛged, as is afoꝛeſaid, to the Intent above⸗remem⸗ 
bred, and ſhall be thereof convicted, either upon 
Attion 2 Adlions of fozging cf falſe Deeds, fo 
be faunded upon this Statute, at the Suit of the 


I Party 
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Party grieved, oꝛ otherwiſe accoꝛding to the Oꝛder 


and due Courſe of the Laws of this Realm, 62 


upon Bill o2 Information to be exhibited into the 


Court of the Sfar - Chamber, accozding fo the 


D2der and Uſe of that Court, Hall pay unto the 
Party grieved his double Coſts and Damages, to 
be found oꝛ alleſſed in that Court where ſach Con- 


viction ſhall be; and alſo ſhall be ſef upon the 


Pillozy in fome open Parket Town, o2 other 
open Place, and there to have both his Ears cut 
off, and alſo his Noftrils ta be flit and cut, and 
ſcared with a hot Jron, ſo as they may remain 
for a perpetual Note 02 Park of his Falſchgod, 
and ſhall forfeit to the Queen our Doveraign 
Lady, Yer Yeirs and Succefors, the whole Jue 
and Profits of his Lands and Tenements dur- 
ing his Life ; and allo ſhall ſuffer and have per- 
petual Impriſonment during his Like; the ſai? 
Damages and Colts to be recovered at the Suit 


of the Party grieved, as 1s afozeſaid, to be firſt. 


paid and levied of the Goods and Chattels of the 


'Dfiender, and of the Jifues and Profits of the ſaid 
Lands, Tenements and Pereditaments, of ſuch 


Party conviceo, 02 of one oz both of them; the 
ſaid Title of our ſaid Soveraign Lady fhe Queezr, 


-Her Veirs and Succeſſors to the ſame notwith- 


ſtanding, dc. 


After Mr. Hawkins's WILL was ſet aide, 


by a Decree in the High-Court of Chancery, 


and the farther Proceedings relaring there- 
unto referred to the Eccleſiaſtical Court. 
Japhet Crook was indicted upon the Statute a- 
bove-recited, And being convicted thereof, 
Ann. 1729, had a Reſpite of above two 
| | Years 
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Years to prepare what he had to offer in 
Arreſt of Judgment. But having recourſe 
only to farther Frauds, by ſeducing a 
Gentlewoman of a good Family, to uſe 
means to ſpirit away one of the chief Evi- 
dences againſt him; this Point could not 
be gained, and he was therefore called up, 
together with the Lady L—, to have Sen- 
tence paſſed upon them, which was accor- 
dingly done in Hilar) Term 1731. 

I, The Lady L vas fined 300 
Marks (i. e. 200 l.) and to ſuffer one Month 
Impriſonment. 

II. Japhet Crook, alias Sir Peter Stranger, 
had the Sentence of the Statute pronounced 
upon him; and it was put in Execution ac- 
cordingly. The common Hangman cut off 
his Ears, flit up his Noſtrils, and ſeared them 


on the Pillory at Charing-Crofs, June 10. 1731. 


From whence he was carried back to his Jail, 
(the weli-known Golden-Lion Spunging-Houſe 
kept by the Widow Pear/on) near the King's- 
Bench-Priſon, Southwark, with whom, as we 
are aſſured, he has run on Tick ever ſince his 
Confinement, not only for his own Subſiſt- 
ence, but that of his amiable Handmaid, 
Mary Madelin, impiouſly called by Crook, 
Mary Magdalen; and to keep his Landlady in 
Humour, it is ſaid, that Japhet is treating 
with her about becoming his % Wife, and 


| likewiſe for making a double Match between 


Maſter 


: * — —— 


_ — — 
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Maſter Pear/on and Miſs Madelin, whom Crook 
calls his Ward, and promiſes her Mr. Hau- 
kins's Eſtate. Fluſhed with this good For- 
tune, the Widow Pear ſon has ſent down her 
Son to Walthamſtow, in order to ſuryey the 
ſame. 

As a Confirmation of the F act, related in 
this Narrative, we ſhall cloſe it with a Col- 
lection of 74 ober Crook's Original Letters, 
that both the preſent Age and Poſterity may 


have a genuine Account of his Honeſty, 
ligned by his own Hand. 


Litera {cri 774 manet. 


; we ſhall firſt produce his Letters ſent 


to Ireland, to Colonel Kempſion, Ke. the 


Gentleman mentioned in pag. 7. of our Nar- 
rative, and thus directed. 


For Cornnall John Kempſton, SCC, 


London y 29th of Jun: 1725 
Dear Comrade, 


IR the True Reaſon of my Wriicing 1 now 
is that I cant ſend Mr, Hariſou of * this 
Day as I Did expect and that you might be 
Ready to Aſſiſt him as ſoon as he Landes and 
that you Might Make your ſelf fuly maſter of 


Where they May By the Salmon fiſh Cheapeſt 


1 
* off, it ſbould be. Buy, he means. 


(A4. 
J Do think that at Limberick. muſt be the Places 
they muſt falt at and may Buy there fiſh ſum. 
there and from all the Rivers In the county 
of Kery they may Bring there Salmon on 
horſes Backes from the County of Kery to 
Limberick and there ſalt them and Pack them 
into terſes which muſt be gott at Dublin and 
ſo cary the Tearſe by Land to Limberek or 
where they can by the Terſes Cheapeſt I 
Bought them at four ſhilings fix pences per 
Terſe in Cork Sir I Beg you may Lett Mr. 
Hary Kempſion Know I have Wrot him by! 
Mr. Hariſsn to ſerve me in this Afare the 
Gentillman that Advances this money is as 
wee call him on London Echange A Dubell 
Plum Man Alias - 200000 pounds and if 
this ſucceedes I will ſoone Draw enough to; 


pay. of your | Milk, Scores In Irland (be plea- 


ied ro Turne) I Beg you . Would ſend for 
Mr. Mathu Quin and Diſcourſe him fuly In 
this Afare J Beleve- he may be as Proper A 
Perſon to Aſſiſt and help forward this A- 
fare as any Perſon Indeed you Muſt Doe it 


with as LitteH Charge as may bee for the 


Perſon is a very ſtrict man and will narrowly 
icrutyny into Mr. Hariſons Acounts and the 
Salmon fiſh are to be Imported into England 
as food not as A Perticalar Rarity for Gen- 
tillmen and Woomen they will bring over 
Salt to Cure them With as alſo full Inſtructions 
I Beg yon Will make it ycur Study to git 
a your 


* 
mn 


(ar) 

your ſelf. (faly) Maſter Againſt Mr. Huriſon 
comes over I. hope on Taſday he ſhall ſet out 
here at fartheſt he Bringes over in ſilver hilted 
Swordes Buckells and Butons and Eie Water. 
and ſum Water. with a Cleanſeing Pouder for 
teeth to About 70 pounds and the Reſt in 
Gold Indeed I cant ſee how this Can faile he 
paying hand Mony the Priſe at Limbreck and 
the Rivers in Key was four pences per Salmon 
and 2d. per peale but all this Depends on 
the fiſh taken and the Buyers Demands yours 
Intierly Till hes Peter Stranger. | 


Pere Comrade | 

M Heavens be un juſt to mee if I for- 

gitt my Promisſes to you ſend Word 
by the firſt Poſt how much mony will 
Clcare you and likewiſe If the 70 poundes 
Judgment is to bee Bought In and how much 
will Doe it of my Lord Blfjntowns this doc 
the firſt Poſt as to the 350 ginas there is five 
hundred Pounds Borrowed on my Bond and 
Lord Bleſiutotuns Judgment this day Sir Y 
Illes * Promiſed me (hes now our Lord 
Mayor) Love to all frindes as Eſq; Eckel!; 
and Eſqʒ o haro I have bin worſe Plaged to 
come at my owen and this day have Bin be- 
fore A Maſter in Chanſery of an Acount of 
6600 l. and have Another to Come on of up- 


* 5. e. Sir Joh 7, les. 
 wardes 


- 
4% 
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wardes of 32000 l. that It makes mee wely 
mad If you write Directe to Sir Peter Stranger 


as uſual and it will come to his hand thats 
youers 8 


WIPE In All ſencerity Till hes 
the 22d of ww. $920 | | 
Love to Honeſt P}1! 

Mull Patrick Peter Stranger 


London the 22d of /guſt Thurſday 
Car 3 f 
Omrade I wrote you on Saterday the 
17th on the Back of Mr. Savage Io 
me from Egermoant ad finds my fears are 
Com truths for Mr. Hen. Rempſtons walking 
of and not Clearing the Cuntry Mr. Slackes 
Runing in Debt and he and his Sons Run- 
ing away leaveing all the Debts he con- 
fracted unpaid' hath Gave the Cuntry 
with the Dukes Commiſhoners ſuch an Ill 
opinion of the whole that I find that Letter 
to be what I took it to be at firſt Read- 
ing A modeſt Deniall that they will have 
no more to do with us thus ſtands our 
Credite at Egermount. * | 
As to Mr. Hen. Kempſtons Refleckting 
on what I wrote for it they had followed 
my Directions In bying the Woodes of 
and if they were ſold but for twenty ginas 
and If Honeſt Phill. Mulpatrick had not rs 
4 5 I | m ade 
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made eighty Pounds of the Barke let me 
note him be Credited for nothing After 
and If there had not bin ſeaven hundred 
Pounds made of the Iron neat Profite at- 
ter all Charges Deducted let me meet 
with no Credite on any thing I ſay or here 
After ſpeak on this head or any thing elſe 
I mention indeed as to what Capt Slack 
or his Son Milli ſaid 1 ſhall not mention 
nor will I beleve Capt Slacke- after what 
he offered to me for there was never A 
Deſign for to Build A fortune from Mr. 
John Rempſtons mony or Could I ever Pre- 
vaile on them To ſtay and not go over as 
they did but over they would Run indeed 
I well. kno that it was the öpinion that I 
was under ſuch A Deſparate Confinement 
that who ever Bailed me was undun and 
that ſham letter that was wrott to the old 
Lady Kempſton was all vilanie but J muſt. 
end this 8 of my fathers when 
Liveing that when he com home from the 
Meſt.- Indies he brought home his effects in 
thre ſhipes When they came in to the 
Chanell they Run the ſhip on a Rocke 
the Capt blamed the Livetenant he blamed 
the, mate In ſhort every man Blamed each 
other the ſhip ſtuck faſt every man for 
ſaveing of his Life and fleeing out of the 
ſhip my father walkeing not with out 
great Conſern hereing they Blameing each 
other heres an old skillfull ſay ing that If all 


G 2 the 


( 44 ) 
the ſailes was ftrained and backed and 
when the Tide made It the: wind LINE 


King, RIA .of - ſhip on * all-imei 
dately obeyed his Command well knoing two 
BY 555 of the Carco was his the minſter Did 

uty all ask the Bleſeing of (Gd) Imme- 
dagly Ate took the Skillfalt ſailers Directions 
brought , che ſhip of and came ſafe into har. 
1 5 4 ee 15 be us) Mr. H. Kur. « 


cad . now to. be Dan: all T can — 
e Account. L will not medell with) I am 
ere to Mr. H. Kew pſcbm one Gina to 
My, Franſes, ſixteen Haines and A noat of 
two ginas on Mr. Dods Papers A Horſe I 
have which will Return In as good order as 
receved what I want is an order from 
Mr. H. Rempſton to pay it to Mr. Savage 
with Mr, H. Kem pſtons orders to Mr. Fran- 
ſes Savage (who * *® #* * him ſelf all 
matters) this is what is expected from him 
thats your Free Comrade 


Dear 


* 
14 
E 
„ 


Peter Stranger.” 


| 
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"Dear | 49H 
Ger Sir you cant thinke I take Plea- 
wer In Rideing of 8oo miles a wild gooſe 
Chaſe as 1 Did into the Hylands of Scotland and 
to Do it in 18 Dayes to try my ſtrenth that 
hath bin fully tryed before now wittnes the 
holes in my Caue Skin (Angry I am but what 
will that Prevaule me) I Knol Yank farr enough 
of and 1 am Afraide my Comrade yet hath 
{o good opinion of his owen four Quatters that 
he will be till telling of his mighty Deeds of 
Chevalrey and Charity as giveing Poor Mrs. 
Savage A ſix pences or two and weekely her 
and her Children two Loafes of Bread fer 
weeke for twelef months Indeed you was not 
bound to Do it or had Mr. Savage (had that 
Regard to his family he might have prevented) 
by ſaveing ſum Pences out of his owen on this 
ſide the water I Kno one word I faid was 
made ten yet (I cant ſay my Comrade can 
Gaul me moor then hereing him Praiſe him{{e1f) 
which.is good Iriſh but not my Coarſe Hedg 
Hog Dialogue for I had Rather have a frind 
Rebuck na A broken head or ſhin (then any 
of that Curſed oyle of flatery gave me when 
Kno the: harts full of Poyſon and be told 1 
am, a. Prety Gentillman when I Kno the Re- 
vers) as to any money that you have gave 
me or Dun to or for my Dear Ma/on depend 
ont its bread ſtrewed on the water that ſhall be 
gratefuly Repayd and altho I cant fay ſhe is 
mine I can ſay I am fathfuly and ſincerely 
hers 


(46) 
hers and I am ſure I am young enough for 
her and I cant beleve but Kno ſhe 1s all A- 
bove twenty old enough for me however I 


have nothing to ſay of her or will I beleve 
any thing Leſs but that ſhe is ſhamelefly be- 


lyed by any that faith any thing Ill as to her 


Virtue I Kno this Is truth and hopes ſhe will 
Prevent any gaine ſayes by her Prudent Con- 
duct for the futor as to Mr. Danill Sharp I 


am ſum Pences out for. him and Beleves It 


might be worth your while to git his noat for 
what your Pleaſed to ſay he oweth you as 


to Mr. John Gilbreath I muſt pay ſeaventeen 


thilings ſix pences for the Charge you put me 
to on his Acount as to his Afare there If his 
Part of the thouſand Pounds is good to him 


If he out Lives his mother but If he Dies be- 


fore its noon of his indeed he may ſell it you 
and ſo After to ninteen moor and the Laſt 
and firſt the ſame Titell for as he can be pol- 
ſeſed of nothing till his mother is Dead he can 


only ſell nothing (nor If you have any moor 
Nothings to ſend over to your Comrade that 


he muſt pay mony out of his ſmall-moite for) 
I Doo adviſe you to ſend them over here to 


me for my part being in England this five 


yeares you may beleve I muſt want Buſſines 
as to Mr. Nogwere and Dilkes there can be no 


mony made of (at Preſent and July will be 


the ſooneſt any money will be had) however 


I will be anſerable that you ſhall have no 
, a LT? QC > | e | Flemiſh 
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Flemiſh Acount from me nor Mrs. Dod If I 
could have onces Acount of Mrs. Dods Re- 
ceveing them Papers ſent (you ſhould have 
ſuch Acount of the Reſt) but Aſſure your 
ſelf they will not ſtand A court of Record 
therefore I will make ſum end as ſoon as I can 
with them here ſo much in Anger (Turn over) 
Dear Comrade you have Read mine on 
that Part I have lent you to give Mr. H- 
Kempſion and now what my father Did I am 
Reſolved on for I am not for Runing or 
Rideing any moor Idell wild Gooſe Chaſes 
but now will look out therefore as ſoon as 
This comes to hand I deſire you may be plea- 
ſed to Command Phil: Mulpatrick to obey the 
under writen for I have ſum thing yet in 
view that will make you and my family 
hapy and let me fight as mach as I will by 
the help of (God) I will bring you from 
that Confinement but Remember (Gods) time 
is the beſt and muſt and will be obeyed and 
I ſhall allways agree with his holy will be 
Dun and not mine here hath bin a Reverd 
Divine a Cannon of St. Pauls Ludgate and he 
would Gladly Imbraſe the Revrd Doctor Fin- 
laſes Liveing Pray let me have your Poſitive 
Anſwer to it by Philip Mulpatrick as allo my 
Anſwer to all mine to you by him and It you 
can depend that Cornal Jones may be Relyed 
on to Do any thing for you as to Mr. Savage 
Pray Do you and Mr, H:Kemp/ion write Plane- 
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ly too for hes to Rely on what you two write 
to him and as 1 told you I ſhall not medell 
betwixt you and your family as to your owen 
Perſon I take to be my F m_ and ſo will 
r 


Do for it and as to the reſt any frindly Servis 
Depend I ſhall be Ready to Do that in me 
lieth my Harty love to Kind frind and J 
have her Ring on my finger (my Deate Liefs 
on my hart) and is EN 


Your True Comrade whileſt 


Peter Stranger 


Phill : Mulpatrick as ſoon as this Comes 
to your hand It wind and wether offers 
you are to take ſhiping for Whitehaven and 
as ſoon as you Land you are to Come 
to the Black Cock at Egermount you are to 
Doe as Joſeph ſaid to his brethren (not to 
Regard any thing they had in Canan) for 
the Good of the fate Land of England is 
before you therfore Look you make no 
ſtay but Come Imediately Away and you 
ſhall be there Attended by him thats yet 
your IF of ie 

| Friend Peter Stranger, 


FF , Dr. 
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Dr. Maſon the other Day as I was at 

Diner after I had ſatisfied my Hyland ſto- 
make with ſum good Plates of A farline of 

Engliſb Beef I was ſurpriſed with a fitt of 

Laughter the, Gentillmen was as much ſur- 

priſed for I cant ſay I have Dun the licke 

the Lady ſeeing noon woud ask commaned 

to Know the cauſe (Lady mult be obeyed) 

the Rome was full of ſconſes and as every 

| one eaten I having Dun fee all the Reſt 

buſſey on there Danties of the ſecond 

coarſe had time to look on the company 

and ſeeing the Ladys Gentillman ſtanding 

at my Back with a Laſe neckles and Laſe 

-Ruffels and A long bow wigg and I In 

my habit I had in Ireland at a noblemans 

table It did not ſurpriſe me how ever it 

went of with A faint fight when I thought 

of my Dere Life Phill: Mullpatick will 

bring your Commands to him that is 

Ready and willing to Obey them thats 

yours Interely whileſt hes 


Peter Siranger. 
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lo Mr Kempſton to be left with My William 
Savage alt the Cu J. 0740 honſ e Whitehaven 2 


Gentillmen, 


Y ſum thing I hard this Day I find 
Capt Slack. Is for going to Branton and 
ath ordered his Letter for him at Mr 
Lamberts at Branton I Kno not how farr he 
may go farward In that Afare by him felt 
or how his Corroſponds here may Incorage 
him Jam Credibely Informed he hath 1000 
pounds In Gold and Good Bills with him: 
and what. ſums he hath To follow or what: 
Dependances he may have on any under 
hand Contract made before he went of 
Lou have mine before now and I am yet 
of the ſame mind you ſhould Perſue hat 
I there wrot In makeing A bargainne for 
the oar by a Leaſe and to Agree for the fur- 
nes and fuch Woods as are in the Compas 
of Mr Willamſon Sir William Penintons ex- 
cepted all wich may be Dun with the ſume 
of five hundred pounds wich ſume may be 
Commaned with eaſe and only waite on 
and watch Slack for I muſt Tell you Gen- 
tillmen its eaſeyr to make Contracts (then 
to find mony and PunQaly Perform them) 
and this you may Aſſure your ſelves that 
as 


r 


( 1585) 
as you have Gentillmen and Noblemen of 
the firſt Rank to Deale with (your Buſſi- 
neſs is to Keep them your frinds) to make 
no Contracts with them nor there Agents 
(but ſuch as you can Perform) and by Do- 
ing of which you would do well to have all- 
ways the mony Lying by you to Perform 
ſuch Contracts (as ſoon as made) or to 
make none | 

I tear a founder muſt be had out of this 
Kingdom and as Great as your Capt may A- 
Pere there his Carrector Is as mene and Bad 

ere Amongeſt all ſorts of workemen That 
have had any Dealeing with him fo that 
Mr Hary muſt be here in Febarary and A 
founder muſt be hyred from hences and Car- 
red ouer for as to Capt Slack I Take him 
to be A Rent Charg on the Partners tor 
If he Cant Go on In his under hand De- 
ſineing way he will Deſtroy the worke and 
the Partners | 

To Prevent which you are to follow this 
Schem wich I wrote you word In my Laſt 
but the 'Truth will allways Bere twiſe Tel— 
ling and is as followeth 
 Aﬀone as this Comes To your hands you 
are to make A firm Bargaine for the Oar 
(that is by Takin A Leaſe from his Graces the 
Duke of Sumerſead her Graces being new- 
ly Dead as our Coroſponds write from 
London) which I hope may not hinder or 

H 2 Delay 


(52): 
Delay the Comiſhonor from giting your 
Leate, © | 

You are to Take the furnes as well 
and as Cheap as you can at A yearly Rent 
or otherways but ſecure it You are to ſe- 
cure all the woods with In the Compas of 
Joſeph Williamſon and to care In your Ar- 
tickelling that you leave no Loſe end for 
Rangling but have Rome enough for 
Diging and Cuting of couering of Coale 
Pitts and ſeting and Burning Coale with 
all uſall convencys for the working and 
cuting of the woods and to Take time In 
making of your Payments for the woods 
not to ſone and Qick upon the Partners 
for mony that muſt be Laid out will Run 
A way faſt enough before any will Com in 

As to your going upon any ſerching for 
Coale I fere yon will only ſpend mony 
and git in none which will be wrong 

The thoughts of the Hland woods I 
think nothing of for as'to 'Galbraiths Cre- 
dit In Scotland I beleve my own as Good 
and as to the Scortiſh HMlanumen I Ken them 
well and I can By woods there nere the ſea 
and That any Priſe I ſhall fay (and the 
Payments when and at what Time I Pleaſe) 
but Gentillmen you have only ſeen the 
Earle of Carliſle woods I will give you my 
word you have not ſeen A 5th Part of the 
woods that I will cary you to In Cumber- 
land Northumberland and Weſtmerland and it 

you 


(33) 

you will give me Leave to tell you that if 
by your owen Miſmanedgment thoſe noble- 
men {ſhall court you and the Partners to 
by and Deale for all there woods and Lands 
Oc (and not you them) and you {hall find 
T will make my words Good, for I Kno 
the Perfons that can and will do it: 

But the only thing I want is to ſee the 
furnes makein fow Tron and the forge ham- 
mers Drawing out Iron for I Love to le 
mony coming In at ſmale expences 

Gentillmen when you have ſecured all as 
I have wrote To you which I hope you 
will have Dun by Chriſtmas I beleve it to 
be for the Advantage of the Partners that 
you write to David Littell and let him be 
Doun with at Egermount and let him waite 
on Capt Slack in your Abſences and give 
him his full Inſtructions for I Kno he will 
Do all things that you order and he Doth 
not Love Capt Slack nor can Capt Slack 
make A motion In your Abſences but he 
will Kno it and give A True Account of 
it to the Partners and ſince the Partners 
pays him his wagges he will be ſure to 
obeie your Commands but you mult order 
him fume mony To London to Bere his 
Charge Down to you and git him Down 
to Egermount before you Leave the Cuntry 
and give him his Charge and then all things 
will be ſafe with the Partners and Capt 
Slack 

Direct 


N 
—— — — 2 


at the Right Honourable the Lord Vit- 
White hall 
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( 54) - 
Dire& yours for David Littell to the Care 


of Mrs. Sarah Davis at the Tennis Court 
Coffee houſe in White Hall and put Your 
Letter under Couer | 


And Dire& it To Mr Joſeph Richardſon 

count Townhſend offices In the Cock Pitt 
Gentil: I am jour 

Moſt Humble Servant | 

The 4th Deſemb 1722 Peter Stranger. 


To the Same 
the 14th Jam 1722 Dublin 


Mr Kempſton Mr Savage and Capt Slack 


Entillmen In my Laſt I have wrot fuly 
what Remaines is this ro lett you 
Know what 1s in Cloſed in this of Mr Slack 
wich Pray Communicate to him and It 
you Comply with it well If not I deſier you 
may bepleaſed to Return my letter of Ator- 
ny by the firſt poſt as to matters here they 
Cant be worſe (but when they will mend 


I Kno not) 
Mr. 


(5s) 

Mr Savage you have my Artickells which 
I beg you may Keep Its not in my 
power to ſerve Mr Savage with mony tho 
hope it will as fone as I Receve an Anſer 
to this (and you and ſhe may expect it 
ſhall be Complyed with to both your 
Contents) 


Gentillmen I am your 
Moſt Humble Servant 


Peter Stranger, 


To My Francis Savage at Tenis Coffee honſe 
charing Croſs London 


Gentillmen 


R Butterfeild, Receved A Letter this 
Poſt from Capt Slack which ſays 
that you are to have your full inſtruction 
from his Graces the Duke of Samerſead in 
order for the Leaſe of the mine and that 
as ſoon as that is Dun he would with you 
Go down and Repare the furnes and ſet it 
at worke and that he expected Mr Butter- 
feild would order his Quota of mony A- 
cording to his Artickells this Is the ſub- 
ſtances 
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ſtances of his Letters by the gth of Marſh 
from London 

I wrot you fully In my Laſt from us 
Mr Kempſton and I was Reſolved to go on 
our owen Bottom that wee. had made A 
bargaine behind you and that wee ſhould 
have 4000 barrells of Barke this ſeaſon 
and that wee ſhould have Acation for . 200 
pounds which Mr Kempfon hath wrote 
tor wich J hope you will Remit the firſt 
poſt ouer here that nothing may be want- 
ing on your parts 

Mr K ztellwells: Letter from me I Recomend 
you too and take Care of Xittellwells And 
Slacks being too Great and that they a& 
nothing to our predueces in the maine be- 
tween themſelves for Kittwell is A man of 
mony and Capt Slackes Honeſty mixed 
may be of Ill ſervis If not well obſerved 


and notiſed by you | 
I am with Due Refpettes 
lonrs whilſÞ 
Peter Stranger 
The 19 of Marſh 1722-3 
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For Mr Franſes Savage at Egermount To 
the Care of Mr William Savage at thz 
Cou ſtom Houſe in Whitehaven Theſe 


Dublin the 11th of Aprill 1723 


My Hen Kempſton and Mr Savage . 


F ſoon As this Comes to your handes 
that If there be no bargaine of wood that 
you Can by with In the Reach of Fos Wil- 
liamſon In or nere Egermount for what we 
had to Rely of I cant find the reaſon which 
wee Relyed on hath Dun what wee Promif- 
ed to our Likeing ſuch woods I would have 
you Contract for and ſecure and take {ach 
time for payments as you Can git fo that 
wee may not be made uneaſey to gitt mony 
and Contract for the furnes at Egermount and 
have not to Doe with any Perſon but Agree 
for them only by your own Perſon for Mr 
Slack Juner Is all wrong as I wrote In my 
laſt and Mr Bzterfeild Is good for nothing 
and as to Capt Slack with you I beleye as 
bad fo that T Look on the Partnerſhipp ſign- 
ed here of no uſe but finally Broke and Dun 
with I kno there are woods there that may 


be bought that the Barke will pay the Pur- 


chafe It carefuly Manedged In bargaineing 
for at or nere Egermount N 


5 


| Entillmen what now offers is that as 
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( 58 ) : 
By the firſt Poſt that you can write you 
are to give Acount of as Above and try how 
farr any ſuch bargaine be made as alſo to let 
A True obſervation be had In the Laſt to 
you to that of workemen for had I bin ſo 
that I could have bin ouer ſea this great bar- 
gaine had not ben thus farr back as now it 
is and the ſeaſon ſo nere as too Run the 
haſard to Loſſe it this yeare yet I am In 
good hopes wee may ſave it for If wee are 
at worke by the 15th of May the ſeaſon may 
be ſaved therefore mind what I now write 
and what I have wrot In my Laſt to you 
to Whitehaves The 6th Inftant About 
workemen As to your Leaſes I allways told 
you nothing cold be Dun but at the Land 
letting at the Audite and you Dont ſay what 
time In May the Audite will be pray let 
us Kno as allo A letter from you If any 
thing can be and write by way of London 
as Alſo by the ſhiping from Whitehaven to 
London you give ſuch Lame Acounts and ſo 
Imperfecte that they are very unſatesfacto- 
ry for how you have ſecured the Reſt of 
Nogers mony you ſay by noat It Its only 
his owen its very Mean ſecuryty If its A 
bill Draw on any good Perſon and excepted 
by that Perſon the bill being Indorſed is 
Good and you might have had the mony before 
you Left London on A ſmale Diſcount It 
teems here to Look very Indifrantly but I 
bope you have been wiſer then in ae : 
2 : "tha 


(59) 


ſhall ad no moor but hopes to have Acount 
by firſt Return that can be. to Gentillmen 


Tour moſt humble Servant 
Peter : Stranger. 


Mr Savage as to Mrs Savage you may 
heleve me {he and both her Barnes are in 
very ſober Condition and all the mony 
comes out of Mr Kempſtons pocket you 
would Do well to Conſider how that Mr 
Buterfeild hath not paid his Bill Due to 
Mr Kempſton or one farthen to Mrs Savage 
and I dont ſee Mrs Savage can Come of to 
Whitehavea to you till wee Kno where to 
pich our Tents whether where this Con- 
tract is made ſince you went of or at Eger- 
mount Indeed If it was in my power as much 
as in my will my littell wooman and two 
Barnes ſhould not Complain If its the Leaſe 
Dont forgit her and indeed you are better 
there then here depend ont From him that Is 


Sir your True Frind 
Peter: Stranger 
F-I N18 
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London : Printed for J. WII rORD, at the Three 
Flower-de-Luces, behind the Chapter-Houſe, in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
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13. the Preſs, and Gill ſpeedily be 
n pr ſhed, 


FA. Riginal Letters, From n Jayner Crook, alias 
JF Sir PETER STRANGER, Bart. To Colonel 
Kempſton and his Three Sons, Mr. Francis Sa- 
vage, Sc. relating to the ſaid Sir PETER STRAN- 
CER*sS Negotiations in Ireland, Scotland, Cumber- 
1d and the Mines and Iron-Works at White- 


1 

Alſo, 1 I. JayrntrT Crook?s Account of an Eſtate 
of 2000 1. per Ann. left him at Antegoa, and of 
his arc adviſed zo ſollicit for the Government of that 
Iſtan 

II. His taking up 10000 l. in Staffordſhire, upon 
the ſaid Antegoa Eſtate. 


HI. How he was ſent by a Gentleman, to under- 


take the Reſtoring of a Lady's loſt Virginity. 


TV. A remarkable Letter of Crook? 10 2 Lord 
Alcham. 

V. Crook gives: an Account of the Renens 
of two- Livings in bis Gift, worth 300 l. per Ann. 
(viz. Aſhley and Bridgenorth in Shropſhire) which 
be offers ta Colonel Kempſton's Son. 

VI. A Collection of Crook's Letters 19 John 
Hawkins, EA for near four Years, from 1724 to 


1729, ſhewing all the Arliſices by which he impoſed 


on. that Gentleman, and decoyed him out of his Eſtate. 
Me whole being a Series of ſuch ſurprizing Tranſ- 
actions, as amel. ſeem incredible. Price IS. 


